Council on Graduate Studies
March 10, 2026 | 2:00 p.m. | 2116 Blair Hall
Attendance
Members Present: Dr. Elizabeth Gill, Dr. Maranda Schaljo, Mr. Jeff Cranstoun, Dr. Alexis Jones, Dr. Chris Laingen, Dr. Wesley Allan, Mr. Eric Senyo
Members Absent: Dr. Toqeer Israr
Guests: None
Staff Present: Ms. Amy Morris and Ms. Myra Taylor
1. Minutes
The February 24, 2026 meeting minutes were presented. Hearing no corrections or additions, the minutes stand as written.

2. Communications
None.

3. Items to be Added to the Agenda

a. 26-37: MA of Arts (Music) Revision to Program Hour Requirements
b. 26-38: ENG 5019 Studies in Creative Writing (New Course)
c. 26-39: CHM 4830 Instrumental Analysis (New Course)
d. 26-40: CHM 4920 Advanced Physical Chemistry (New Course)
e. 26-41: CHM 5011 Presenting Chemical Research (New Course)
f. 26-42: MS in Chemistry Program Revision
g. 26-43: MS in Special Education Program Revision
h. 26-44: CHE 5755 Globalization of Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course)
i. 26-45: CHE 5736 Contemporary Issues in Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course)
j. 26-46: CHE 5887 Academic Advising & Career Counseling in Higher Ed (Course Revision)
k. 26-47: HECC/College Student Affairs Program Revision
l. 26-48: CHE 5505 Research, Assessment, & Program Evaluation in CSA

Motion: Dr. Allan moved to add all items; seconded by Mr. Cranstoun. 
Outcome: Approved by acclamation.

4. Items to be Acted Upon

a. 26-06: BIO 4842 Wildlife Management (Course Revision)
Motion: Dr. Schaljo moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Laingen. Outcome: Motion approved (7-0-0).

b. 26-07: BIO 5632 Human Dimensions (New Course)
Motion: Dr. Jones moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Allan. Outcome: Motion approved (7-0-0).

c. 26-08: BIO 5633 Conservation Behavior (New Course)
Motion: Mr. Cranstoun moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Allan. Outcome: Motion approved (7-0-0).

d. 26-35: KSR 5225 Exercise & Physical Activity for Older Adults (Course Revision)
Motion: Dr. Laingen moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Allan. Outcome: Motion approved (7-0-0).
e. 26-36: CMN 4980 Social/Digital Media Analytics (New Course)
Motion: Dr. Jones moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Schaljo. Outcome: Motion approved (7-0-0).
5. Items Pending
None.

6. Other
None.

7. Committee Reports
a. Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC): None.
b. Booth Collaborative Advisory Committee: None.
c. Textbook Rental Advisory Committee: A meeting is scheduled for the end of March 2026.

8. Dean’s Report
Due to Dr. Jacobs’ absence, Ms. Taylor shared the following report:

a. Hamand Innovation Fund: The fund is available to support innovative programming and initiatives that enhance graduate programs and student experiences. Up to $3,000 may be awarded. Applications are due April 3, 2026.
b. Rodney S. Ranes Faculty Mentor Award: No nominations have been received. Council members were encouraged to share this opportunity with eligible faculty.
c. Graduate Fair & Awards Ceremony: The Research & Creative Activity Fair and Awards Ceremony will be held April 22 in conjunction with University Research Day in the Grand Ballroom of the MLK, Jr. University Union.
d. Application Fee Waiver: The Graduate School is waiving application fees for Summer and Fall 2026 through March 31, 2026.
9. Adjournment
A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Schaljo; seconded by Dr. Laingen. Meeting adjourned at 2:32 p.m.

Summary of Motions and Outcomes
	#
	Motion
	Mover
	Seconder
	Outcome

	1
	Add all items to agenda
	Allan
	Cranstoun
	Acclamation

	2
	Approve 26-06
	Schaljo
	Laingen
	Carried 7-0-0

	3
	Approve 26-07
	Jones
	Allan
	Carried 7-0-0

	4
	Approve 26-08
	Cranstoun
	Allan
	Carried 7-0-0

	5
	Approve 26-35
	Laingen
	Allan
	Carried 7-0-0

	6
	Approve 26-36
	Jones
	Schaljo
	Carried 7-0-0
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