Council on Graduate Studies
March 31, 2026 | 2:00 p.m. | 2116 Blair Hall
Attendance
Members Present: Dr. Elizabeth Gill, Dr. Maranda Schaljo, Mr. Jeff Cranstoun, Dr. Chris Laingen, Dr. Wesley Allan, Mr. Eric Senyo
Members Absent: Dr. Toqeer Israr, Dr. Alexis Jones
Guests: Dr. Jon Coleman, Dr. Catherine Polydore, Dr. Marjorie Worthington, Dr. Shellie Gregorich, Dr. Ed Treadwell
Staff Present: Mr. Brad Bennington, Dean Angela Jacobs Ms. Melanee Bates, and Ms. Myra Taylor

1. Minutes
a. Approval of March 10, 2026 meeting minutes: Hearing no corrections or additions, the minutes stand as written.

2. Communications
a. EA-26-CLAS-20 Add HyFlex Modality to CHM 5200, 5210, 5420
b. EA-26-CLAS-21 Add Online Modality to CHM 5360
c. EA-26-CLAS-22 Change CMN 5020 Communication Theory to Communication Foundations (Name Change Only)
d. EA-26-CLAS-23 Change CMN 5190 Leadership Communication to Principles in Leadership Communication (Name Change Only)
e. EA-26-CLAS-24 Change CMN 5740 Small Group & Team Communication to Team Communication (Name Change Only)

Motion: Dr. Allan moved to accept communication items; seconded by Mr. Cranstoun. 
Outcome: Motion carried by acclamation.

3. Items to be Added to the Agenda
a. 26-49 MUS 4760 Seminar & Practicum in Music Instruction (Course Revision)
b. 26-50 MUS 4861 Jazz Pedagogy (Course Revision)
c. 26-51 HIS 5830 Proseminar in World History (New Course)
d. 26-52 MA History Program Revisions (Credit hours remain the same)
e. 26-53 CMN 5240 Teaching Public Speaking (Course Revision)
f. 26-54 CMN 5520 Conflict Management (Course Revision)
g. 26-55 CMN 5640 Crisis Communication and Issues Management
h. 26-56 CMN 5650 Digital Strategy and Content Creation
i. 26-57 Graduate Microcredentials & Graduate Certificate Program in Applied Communication
j. 26-58 Graduate Microcredentials & MA in Applied Communication
k. 26-59 CIT 4833 Applied Artificial Intelligence Technologies–LLM (New Course)
l. 26-60 KSR 4768 Biomechanics of Human Motion (Course Revision)

Motion: Mr. Cranstoun moved to add all items to the April 14, 2026 agenda; seconded by Dr. Schaljo. 
Outcome: Motion carried by acclamation.
4. Items to be Acted Upon
a. 26-37 MA of Arts (Music) Revision to Program Hour Requirements
Motion: Dr. Laingen moved to approve pending approval of agenda item 26-49 at the April 14, 2026 meeting; seconded by Dr. Allan. 
Outcome: Motion approved (5-0-0).
4. Items to be Acted Upon Continued
b. 26-38 ENG 5019 Studies in Creative Writing (New Course)

Motion: Dr. Schaljo moved to approve with requested revisions; seconded by Dr. Laingen. Outcome: Motion carried by acclamation. Revisions:  Coversheet: 15.) Enrollment Restrictions: Masters Students, or Undergraduate English Honors Students; and, Part 1: 3.) Remove Prerequisite justification and insert "Masters Students, or Undergraduate English Honors Students." Part 1: 5) Add OCDI information as class is online/hybrid delivery

Motion: Dr. Schaljo moved to approve items 26-39 through 26-42 as a group; seconded by Dr. Laingen.
Outcome: Motion approved (5-0-0).

c.	26-39 CHM 4830 Instrumental Analysis (New Course)
d.	26-40 CHM 4920 Advanced Physical Chemistry (New Course)
e.	26-41 CHM 5011 Presenting Chemical Research (New Course)
f.	26-42 MS in Chemistry Program Revision

Motion: Mr. Cranstoun moved to approve items 26-39 through 26-42; seconded by Dr. Allan. 
Outcome: Motion approved (5-0-0).

g. 26-43 MS in Special Education Program Revision

Motion: Dr. Schaljo moved to approve; seconded by Dr. Laingen. 
Outcome: Motion approved (5-0-0).

Dr. Allan moved to approve items 26-44 through 26-48 as a group; seconded Dr. Schaljo.
Outcome: Motion carried by acclamation.

h.	26-44 CHE 5755 Globalization of Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course)
i.	26-45 CHE 5736 Contemporary Issues in Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course)
j.	26-46 CHE 5887 Academic Advising & Career Counseling in Higher Ed (Course Revision)
k.	26-47 HECC/College Student Affairs Program Revision
l.	26-48 CHE 5505 Research, Assessment, & Prog Evaluation on CSA

Motion: Dr. Allan moved to approve items 26-44 through 26-48 with requested revisions; seconded by Mr. Cranstoun. Outcome: Motion approved (5-0-0). 
Revisions requested: 
· 26-44 CHE 5755 Globalization of Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course): Coversheet 17.) Enter 3, 
· 26-45 CHE 5736 Contemporary Issues in Higher Education & Student Affairs (New Course): Coversheet 5.) Add hours for lab and total credit, 12.a.) Remove checkmark, 15b.) Remove undergraduates, 17.) Insert "3" 
· 26-46 CHE 5887 Academic Advising & Career Counseling in Higher Ed (Course Revision) Coversheet 12.a.) Insert "No", 17.) Insert "3"

5. Items Pending
a. None

6. Other
a. None

7. Committee Reports
a. Graduate Student Advisory Council (GSAC): Meeting held Friday, March 27, 2026.
b. Booth Collaborative Advisory Committee: No report.
c. Textbook Rental Advisory Committee: Physical texts continue with optional VitalSource eLibrary; opt-in required with per-text fee.

8. Dean’s Report
a. Graduate Program Assessment Review: Dean Jacobs extended her gratitude to Dr. Allan and Dr. Jones for their work on graduate program assessment. The 2026-2027 reports will be due on October 15, with the expectation that 15 programs will be submitting. Dean Jacobs asked the Council members to consider acting as reviewers. 3 CUs for each reviewer are available, and the Dean hoped to have review committee members represent both the MS and MA programs. Volunteers for the committee would be needed by the final CGS meeting on April 28, 2026.

b. Graduate Assignment Standards: The Dean discussed the Course Proposal/Revision form and noted that the additional assignment standards for graduates taking courses numbered 4750-4999 is vague. The Dean discussed the possibility of making the requirements more standard. Executive Committee to explore standardized language for 4750–4999 courses.

c. IGP 47 Graduate Faculty Policy: The Dean reported she will review the Graduate Faculty Nomination form. It was noted that Unit B/ACF faculty, eligible to serve as Associate Graduate Faculty, have been assigned to teach graduate courses without their consent. The form will be revised to include a required faculty signature acknowledging such assignments. The Dean further reported that waivers for Associate Graduate Faculty serving on thesis committees have not been used or enforced consistently. The waiver process will be reviewed to ensure compliance with IBHE guidelines.

9. Adjournment
Motion: Dr. Schaljo moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Cranstoun. 
Outcome: Motion carried by acclamation. Meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.
Summary of Motions and Outcomes
	#
	Motion
	Mover
	Seconder
	Outcome

	1
	Accept communications
	Allan
	Cranstoun
	Acclamation

	2
	Add all items
	Cranstoun
	Schaljo
	Acclamation

	3
	Approve 26-37 (conditional)
	Laingen
	Allan
	5-0-0

	4
	Approve 26-38 w/revisions
	Schaljo
	Laingen
	Acclamation

	5
	Approve 26-39–42
	Cranstoun
	Allan
	5-0-0

	6
	Approve 26-43
	Schaljo
	Laingen
	5-0-0

	7
	Approve 26-44–48 w/revisions
	Allan
	Cranstoun
	5-0-0

	8
	Adjourn
	Schaljo
	Cranstoun
	Acclamation



2

