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MAKING EXCELLENCE INCLUSIVE: RISE CONFERENCE
PROGRAM AT A GLANCE

TRACK 1:
Instructional 
Practices & 

Programming

TRACK 2:
Higher Education

TRACK 3:
Self-Awareness 

& Personal 
Development 

TRACK 4:
Instructional 
Practices & 

Programming

TRACK 5:
Culturally 

Responsive 
Teaching &  

Leading (K-12)

8:30-8:50 AM WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

9-9:50 AM KEYNOTE

10-10:50 AM
Promoting Belonging 
and Equity Through 

Course Content  

Latina Lift Off: How 
Inclusive Innovation 

Helps Latina 
Undergraduate 
Students Rise          

Believe It or Not I 
Care: Compassionate 
Community Outreach 

for High School 
Student Empowerment 

and Excellence

Racial and Implicit Bias: 
Diagnosis Disparities in 
The African Diaspora: 

Implications for 
Counseling Practice

Why Culturally 
Responsive Teaching?

11-11:50 AM
Inclusive Practices: 

Supporting the 
Success of All Students   

Understanding and 
Teaching Racisms: 
Bridging Academic 

and Public Discourses 
in The Classroom

Reading in A Way to 
Improve Diversity 

Awareness

Coping During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: 

How to Navigate 
Cultural, Mental and 

Emotional Challenges

Illinois’ Culturally 
Responsive Teaching 

Standards: Background 
and Strategies for 
Implementation

NOON - 1 PM
LUNCH & CONVERSATIONS:

With Dr. aretha marbley, Professor and Director of Community Counseling In Counselor Education  
and Doctoral Students in Counselor Education at Texas Tech University

1-1:50 PM

Esports And Gaming 
on Your College 

Campus: Diversity, 
Equity And Inclusion 
Infused From Day 1

Nurturing Culture in 
The Classroom for 

Success of Indigenous 
and Pacific Islander 

Students 

Double Session
Infusing Awareness 

for Success in A 
Global Industry 

with Multicultural 
Environments and 

Diverse Populations     

Implications of 
Microaggressions, 
Intersectionality, 

And Mental Health 
on Sexual Minority 

Groups 

What Does CRT Look 
Like in The Classroom? 

Developing CRT 
Classroom Culture 

2-2:50 PM

Double Session
The Ethics of Online 

Teaching 

Double Session
Navigating 

Positionality and Power 
in Classroom Spaces 

No Sessions Scheduled

Breakout Sessions
Dr. Jay Bickford, 
Teacher Educator

Carole Collins 
Ayanlaja, Assistant 

Professor of 
Educational 

Leadership, Former 
Superintendent of 

Schools

Kristin Runyon, ELA 
Teacher, CUSD#1

3-3:50 PM

Examining How 
Zealots and Racists 
Shape(d) American 
History and Biology 

Curriculum     

No Sessions Scheduled

Communicating 
Cross-Culturally: 
Building Rapport 

and Addressing CRT 
Resistance from 

Parents 

https://go.eiu.edu/meirise

